
Best of Colorado Summer Birding  June 11-15, 2022

DAILY OVERVIEW

FINAL

On three of our four mornings, the Fairfield Inn will be providing each of you with simple to-go breakfasts
and will also have coffee available in the lobby.  On your last morning, the regular hot breakfast service at
the Fairfield Inn will be available.

Three of our four lunches are being prepared by Linda Bendorf and will be kept in our coolers.  On our day
to Rocky Mountain NP, we are picking up a variety of deli sandwiches on our way into the park. Those of
you who indicated dietary preferences will be accommodated.   We will have a supply of water with us each
day--please bring a refillable water bottle.  Of course, you may also bring any other snacks/beverages along
with you each day.  There is a Sprouts Farmers Market grocery store immediately south of the Fairfield
Inn--less than a minute to walk there--open daily 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Four of our five group dinners will be at local restaurants where you will each order from the regular menu.
Your dinner, non-alcoholic beverage, and gratuity are covered by us.  If you wish to order alcohol, that will
be on your separate check.  Our Tuesday dinner will be at Carl and Linda's home in Longmont.

DAY 1 - Saturday, June 11 –  Arrival and Foothills

● Check-in at Fairfield Inn is 3 p.m. The hotel address is 1089 South Hover St. on the southwest side of

Longmont. By the way, Hover is a name of a family and is pronounced to rhyme with “over” and not

“cover.”  We have requested early check-in but won’t know for sure until that day.

● Approximately 2:30, convene in the lobby ready to go birding!  Light walking shoes, sunhats, sunscreen,

and water bottles. Bring a snack if you wish.  We’ll have a mix of shade and sun–it can be quite warm on a

June afternoon in Colorado.  For those who wish, wearing shorts is fine–no bushwacking involved!

● After quick introductions, we’ll travel in our two vans about 20 minutes west into the Colorado

foothills–the interesting transition zone between the prairies and the peaks.

● We’ll have a leisurely walk along Old South Saint Vrain Road, a smooth level road between soaring

sandstone bluffs and the South Saint Vrain creek.  We’ll stroll about two miles total with FREQUENT

stops to enjoy the many species that breed here.

● Tonight we’ll proceed directly to dinner at 6:30 p.m. at Caprese Trattoria which is adjacent to the

Fairfield Inn.

○ After dinner, we’ll preview the rest of our tour

○ Each night, we’ll advise about clothing/weather for the next day.

DAY 2 - Sunday, June 12 -- Pawnee National Grasslands

● 5:00 a.m.  Sack breakfast and coffee will be available at the Fairfield Inn.

● 5:30  a.m.  in the vans and ready to depart for drive northeast to Pawnee Grasslands

● Approximately 6:30 a.m. quick stop at a convenience store for bathrooms before continuing into

grasslands.

● Can be cool in the mornings but very warm in the afternoons.  Light walking shoes, sun protection, water

bottles.  Long or short pants.

● Not much walking today–birding the grasslands is primarily driving the backroads with short walks on to

the SHORT grass.

● Picnic lunch (in the shade) at Crow Valley Campground (vault toilets.)

● We’ll leave the grasslands in the early afternoon and stop at several water areas on our way back to

Longmont.

● Back at Fairfield Inn around 4:00 p.m.

● 5:50 p.m. depart hotel for dinner at The Roost



DAY 3 - Monday, June 13 - Rocky Mountain National Park

● 5:45 a.m.  Sack breakfast and coffee will be available at the Fairfield Inn.

● 6:15 a.m departure for drive to Estes Park and RMNP entrance (about 45 minutes northwest)

● Bring your warm clothes along today but be prepared for a warmer afternoon; stocking cap, gloves, fleece

and windbreaker/rain jacket AND sun protection. If you’ve brought heavier boots, wear them today but

they are not essential.  Can also change shoes during the day.

● We know where all the bathrooms are in the park and we’ll check with you frequently.

● Drive through the park and up on to Trail Ridge Road (highest continuous paved road in the U.S.) where

we’ll spend the morning exploring the alpine tundra including a very slow half mile walk on a tundra trail.

● Stop at the Alpine Visitor’s Center (restrooms) and a brief stop at the gift shop.

● Picnic lunch at lower elevations at Hidden Valley (restrooms) or Endovalley (restrooms.)

● Spend the afternoon exploring the best birding areas in the lower parts of the park before descending

back down to Longmont and arriving at the hotel around 4 p.m.

● 5:50 p.m. departure for dinner at The Pumphouse

DAY 4 - Tuesday, June 14 -  Marathon foray into Southern Colorado

● 4:00 a.m.  Sack breakfast and coffee will be available at the Fairfield Inn.

● Depart 4:30 a.m. This will be our longest driving day (400 miles!) as we venture down into southern

Colorado where we will be rewarded with great scenery, new habitats, and new birds.

● We’ll advise on clothing choices depending on the weather forecast.

● We’ll make a bathroom stop along the way but our first birding locale is about two hours south in the

cholla cactus areas southeast of Colorado Springs.

● Head toward Pueblo where we’ll turn west up the Arkansas River Valley seeking pinyon-juniper habitat.

● At Salida, we’ll turn back northeast and come through the mountains on our way back to Longmont.  Our

main targets today are Chihuahuan Ravens, Curve-billed Thrashers, Scaled Quail, Juniper Titmouse,

Canyon Towhee, Rufous-crowned Sparrows, Pinyon Jay and Lewis’s Woodpecker.

● Picnic lunch along the way

● This evening we’ll return directly to Bendorfs in Longmont for dinner (approximately 6:30 p.m.)

● Approximately 8 p.m. depart for Fairfield Inn

DAY 5 - Wednesday June 15 - Flexible Day

● 6:30 a.m.  Breakfast available in Fairfield Inn lobby

● By 7:15 a.m. those who are checking out should do so and store your bags with the front desk.  Your room

charge for four nights is taken care of by us.  If you have additional nights or other charges, please settle

that bill with the front desk.

● Depart at 7:30 a.m.

● We have many choices for a full day of great birding including a possible return to Rocky Mountain NP as

we’ll look for species we have missed so far and for new spots to explore.

● Picnic lunch along the way

● Tonight we’ll proceed directly to our final group dinner at Oskar Blues in Longmont at 5:00 p.m.

● After dinner, we’ll drop some of you at the Fairfield Inn and pick up the stored bags  and head to the

airport with those of you who are staying at a hotel near the airport.

Phone Numbers:

Carl:  (319) 333-9667 cell

George:  (215) 913-4783 cell

Fairfield Inn: (303) 776-8050

https://www.google.com/search?q=fairfield+inn+longmont+checkin+time&oq=fair&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j69i60l3.2268j0j1&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

